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AMCONSUL GUAYAQUIL 

CONFIDENTIAL QUITO 3108 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EFIS, EC, US 

SUB J : FISHERIES TALKS: POSSIBILITY OF PRELIMINARY CONTACTS 
REF: STATE 88772 

1. REFTEL, IN REPORTING MEETING WITH SAN DIEGO TUNA INDUSTRY 
REPS, RAISED QUESTION WHETHER CHIEF OF NATIONAL FISHERIES 
ENTERPRISE VICENTE TAMARIZ MIGHT VISIT US TO ENGAGE IN 
PRELIMINARY, INFORMAL AND UNPUBLICIZED DISCUSSIONS WITH 
US INDUSTRY. AFTER MULLING THE IDEA OVER FOR SOME DAYS, 

WE HAVE CONCLUDED THIS IS AN EXCELLENT PROPOSAL AND ONE 
WHICH MIGHT VERY WELL BE PUT TO THE TEST IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

2. HOWEVER, WE DO NOT BELIEVE IT IS NECESSARY - OR EVEN 
DESIRABLE - TO AWAIT "FIRM INDICATION FROM GOE THAT IT IS 
PREPARED TO PROCEED WITH DISCUSSIONS" (PARA FOUR REFTEL). 

IF GOE WERE TO ISSUE UNEQUIVOCAL GO-AHEAD NOW OR IN NEAR 
FUTURE WE COULD BE EMBARRASSED BY US INDUSTRY'S APPARENT 
LACK OF PREPARATION AND RELUCTANCE TO ENGAGE IN 
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DISCUSSIONS. RATHER, IN ADDITION TO LETTING SAN DIEGO 
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GAUGE AT FIRST HAND DEGREE OF GOE INTEREST IN ASSOCIATION, 
WE SEE VISIT BY TAMARIZ AS A POTENTIAL CATALYST WHICH 
COULD SERVE TO CHANNEL INDUSTRY THINKING ALONG MORE 
CONSTRUCTIVE LINES. 

3. OF COURSE, WE ARE AS YET NOT SURE HOW IDEA WOULD 

SIT WITH INTERESTED GOE AUTHORITIES ALTHOUGH, AS INDICATED 
ABOVE, WE DEFINITELY THINK IT IS WORTH EXPLORING. IF, 

AS SEEMS POSSIBLE, THE GOE'S APPARENT RELUCTANCE IS 
CONCENTRATED IN THE FOREIGN OFFICE, THIS WOULD BE A 
USEFUL MEANS OF GETTING THE PROJECT OFF DEAD CENTER 
BY PUTTING THE EXPERTS IN CONTACT WITH EACH OTHER. 

4. WE WOULD THEREFORE PROPOSE TO RAISE THE QUESTION 
WITH TAMARIZ ALONG THE FOLLOWING LINES. US INDUSTRY 
REPS HAVE INDICATED THEIR DESIRE FOR A BRIEF AND 
INFORMAL VISIT TO SAN DIEGO BY TAMARIZ, TO EXCHANGE 
IMPRESSIONS IN ADVANCE OF ASSOCIATION DISCUSSIONS, 

WITH THE AIM OF ANSWERING GENERAL QUESTIONS RE GOE 
INTENTIONS AND DESIRES. WE BELIEVE SUCH A VISIT WOULD 
BE VERY USEFUL IN HELPING OUR INDUSTRY TO ADDRESS THE 
QUESTION OF ASSOCIATION AND TO FORMULATE WHAT WOULD 
HOPEFULLY BE A PROPOSAL SUFFICIENTLY INTERESTING TO 
FORM THE BASIS OF INDUSTRY-TO-INDUSTRY TALKS. WE WOULD 
NOT FORSEE THESE EXCHANGES RECEIVING ANY PUBLICITY. 
DEPENDING ON HIS REACTION, WE WOULD BE PREPARED TO 
MAKE THE SAME PITCH ON HIS BEHALF TO UNDERSECRETARY FOR 
FISHERIES RIVADENEIRA, TO WHOM TAMIRIZ REPORTS FOR 
POLICY GUIDANCE. 

5. WE WOULD WELCOME DEPARTMENT'S COMMENTS RE GENERAL 
APPROACH AND TIMING. 

BREWSTER 
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